
 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE  

DRINKING WATER AND GROUNDWATER ADVISORY COMMISSION  

SOURCE WATER PROTECTION GRANT PROGRAM 

APPLICATION REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE 

Funding Application Review 

Minutes of October 21, 2022 Meeting 

The meeting was convened at 10:00am at the Department of Environmental Services, Room 112, 29 Hazen Drive, 

Concord, NH. 

Members present: Chair Bill Boyd; Michele Roberge; Rick Russman; Bernie Rousseau 

Members excused:  Cynthia Harrington; Andrea Kenter   

NH Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) Staff present: Molly Thunberg; Matthew Taylor; Pierce Rigrod; 
Cheryl Bondi 

Call to order 

Bill Boyd opened the meeting and requested Molly Thunberg deliver a summary of the applications received in the 2022 
grant year.   

Molly Thunberg gave a brief overview of the nine applications received at the Eligibility Application stage:   

• Plymouth Village Water & Sewer’s application was determined ineligible by NHDES staff because the project was 
not intended for permanent land conservation;  

• Northwood Ridge Water District withdrew due to a wish to revise the project structure to include additional 
properties and reapply in the 2023 grant round;  

• Southeast Land Trust (SELT) withdrew due to a lack of consensus on a purchase price by the family.  SELT intends 
to reapply in the 2023 grant round with a waiver request to the grant cap due to the high project cost.  The 
water suppliers of Dover, Rochester, Somersworth, and Berwick are strongly interested in this project.   

Presentation of the Six Funding Applications 

[Note:  A detailed description of each project profile can be found in the 2022 SWP Grant Round Summary, which is 
available on the DWG Trust Fund’s website] 

1. Portsmouth “Fernald” Bellamy Reservoir HAC 
The City of Portsmouth is purchasing a conservation easement from the Fernald family.  Portsmouth will have rights of 

enforcement and be responsible for long-term stewardship.  Portsmouth is requesting a waiver to the $500,000 grant 

cap due to the high project cost.  The total grant request is $739,000, which meets the 50:50 match requirement.   

The Subcommittee noted that the proposed project satisfied all 13 of the funding application evaluation criteria1.   

Rick Russman commented on the strength of Portsmouth’s project for drinking water: the project will serve over 33,000 

people in one of the fastest growing parts of the State.  The property itself is especially impactful given the proximity of 

the property to the drinking water intake on the Bellamy Reservoir.   

 
1 The funding application evaluation criteria can be found on page 7 of the Advisory Commission’s Rules for the Source Water 
Protection Grant Program. 

https://www4.des.state.nh.us/nh-dwg-trust/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/DWGTF-Commission-SWP-Rule-adopted-May-9-2022.pdf
https://www4.des.state.nh.us/nh-dwg-trust/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/DWGTF-Commission-SWP-Rule-adopted-May-9-2022.pdf


 

 

Bernie Rousseau agreed.  He reiterated the strength of Portsmouth’s application for drinking water, adding that this 

year’s six applicants were the strongest -as a group- he had seen come to the SWP grant program in the 5 years the 

program has been active. 

Bernie Rousseau motioned to recommend Portsmouth’s application and grant the waiver request to award a grant of 

$739,000.  Rick Russman seconded the motion.  The Subcommittee voted unanimously 4:0 to recommend Portsmouth’s 

application.   

2. The Nature Conservancy “Tanguay” Groveton WHPA 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) will purchase 137 acres in fee.  Rights of enforcement will be given to respective funders. 

TNC will be responsible for stewardship.  TNC is requesting a grant award of $72,363.   

The Subcommittee noted that the proposed project satisfied all 13 of the funding application evaluation criteria.   

Bernie Rousseau complimented the connectivity this project will bring, building on TNC and Northumberland’s 

coordinated applications in the 2021 grant round to conserve 2 other properties in Northumberland’s Wellhead 

Protection Area (WHPA).  Prior to their 2021 applications, no lands in the WHPA were conserved.  This next project will 

contribute to over 500 acres of water supply land conserved for Northumberland and Groveton.   

Bill Boyd admired the initiative Northumberland is taking secure their drinking water supply as well as the work they are 

doing to invest in their drinking water infrastructure alongside this project.  He was appreciative of the diverse funding 

TNC sourced for the project and the amount of match they provided.   

Michele Roberge motioned to recommend TNC’s application for a grant award of $72,363.  Rick Russman seconded the 

motion.  The Subcommittee voted unanimously 4:0 to recommend TNC’s application.   

3. Town of Hopkinton “Dustin” The Meadows WHPA & Contoocook River HAC 
The Town of Hopkinton will purchase a conservation easement on 2 abutting waterfront properties along the Warner 

River.  Five Rivers Conservation Trust will hold the easement and be responsible for stewardship and monitoring.  

Hopkinton is requesting a grant award of $117,250.   

The Subcommittee noted that the proposed project satisfied all 13 of the funding application evaluation criteria.   

Michele Roberge disclosed that she is a contributing member to the Five Rivers Conservation Trust (5RCT) and asked 

whether there was a conflict of interest.  Bill Boyd thanked Michele for letting them know and did not see a conflict 

since 5RCT was not the applicant or grant recipient and only the easement holder.   

Bill Boyd asked whether the fundraising by 5RCT was secured, Michele Roberge and Molly Thunberg affirmed that it 

was.   

Michele Roberge asked whether Hopkinton and 5RCT had other properties previously funded through the DWGTF SWP 

grant program nearby.  Molly Thunberg replied that the Trust Fund had awarded grants to two past projects headed by 

5RCT and Hopkinton:  LG18 “Koerber” and LG21 “Chesley”.  In addition, the project will add connectivity to over 300 

acres of conserved lands along the main stem of the Contoocook River.   

Bernie Rousseau commented on the impact of the project to serve over 44,415 people in the Concord area.  He also 

highlighted the letter of support the Concord Water Department submitted alongside Hopkinton’s application.   

Bernie Rousseau motioned to recommend Hopkinton’s application for a grant award of $117,250.  Rick Russman 

seconded the motion.  The Subcommittee voted unanimously 4:0 to recommend Hopkinton’s application.   

4. Upper Saco Valley Land Trust “Bun Lucy Farm” North Conway Water Precinct WHPA 



 

 

The Upper Saco Valley Land Trust (USVLT) will purchase a conservation easement for the Bun Lucy Farm.  NHDES and 

USDA will hold rights of enforcement.  Current landowners (Lucy Family) and NRCS will be responsible for stewardship.  

USVLT is requesting a grant award of $264,500. 

The Subcommittee noted that the proposed project satisfied all 13 of the funding application evaluation criteria.   

Bernie Rousseau noted the high value of the aquifer the land will protect.  He was also impressed by the letters of 

support from the North Conway Water Precinct and the Conway Conservation Commission. 

Bill Boyd complimented the diverse funding sources and particularly the level of commitment from the landowner by 

offering their land at a bargain-sale price.  He admired the long-term thinking of the landowner and USVLT to protect 

drinking water.   

Rick Russman motioned to recommend USVLT’s application for a grant award of $264,500.  Bernie Rousseau seconded 

the motion.  The Subcommittee voted unanimously 4:0 to recommend USVLT’s application.   

5. The Nature Conservancy “Whitcomb” Rowell Estates WHPA 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) will acquire the property in fee. Rights of enforcement will be held by funders. TNC will 

be responsible for stewardship.  TNC is requesting a grant award of $138,439. 

The Subcommittee noted that the proposed project satisfied all 13 of the funding application evaluation criteria.   

Bill Boyd asked whether the Town of Kingston had any drinking water infrastructure operations planned.  Rick Russman 

replied, as a resident and part of the conservation commission, that Kingston is exploring a future municipal water 

supply nearby to this property.  Conserving this property now will benefit the water supply source Kingston installs in 

the near future.   

Bill Boyd referenced the Southern NH Regional Water Interconnection Project which will connect the drinking water 

supplies of Windham, Salem, and Plaistow.  As the southern parts of NH continue to grow, the interconnection project 

in-place now will eventually need to expand to support the surrounding towns who are also experiencing rapid growth 

(Epping, Kingston, and Exeter for example).  Conserving this property, the future water supply planned by Kingston, and 

the interconnection of drinking water infrastructure will set the stage to support southern NH’s continued growth.   

Bernie Rousseau noted the other funding sources, the Land and Community Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP) and 

the Aquatic Resources Management program (ARM), and asked for an explanation of ARM’s funding mission.  Cheryl 

Bondi explained that ARM is a program to ensure that there is no net loss of wetland due to development.  Developers 

filling a wetland for example can pay into the ARM fund to support the conservation of other wetland areas or to create 

a new wetland.  The fund serves as an infrastructure offset.   

Bernie Rousseau motioned to recommend TNC’s application for a grant award of $138,439.  Michele Roberge seconded 

the motion.  The Subcommittee voted unanimously 4:0 to recommend TNC’s application.   

6. Monadnock Conservancy “Goodrums Crossing” Cheshire County Complex HAC 
The Monadnock Conservancy (MC) is purchasing a conservation easement from the current landowner.  MC is 

requesting a grant award of $155,000.   

The Subcommittee noted that the proposed project satisfied all 13 of the funding application evaluation criteria.   

Bill Boyd envisioned more intensive use of the Connecticut River as a drinking water source in the future as NH 

continues to grow.  He supported setting the foundation of continuous conserved lands along the Connecticut River now 

so the river remains a viable source of drinking water when communities need to diversify sources.   

Rick Russman motioned to recommend MC’s application for a grant award of $155,000.  Michele Roberge seconded the 

motion.  The Subcommittee voted unanimously 4:0 to recommend MC’s application.   



 

 

Presentation of proposed supplemental application for projects applying to protect a future drinking water supply 
source 

Molly Thunberg presented a draft supplemental application to accompany an eligibility application when a project is 
proposing to protect a future drinking water supply.  The application will give better guidance and clarity on what is 
expected in a strong future source application.  Molly Thunberg asked for the Subcommittee’s feedback.  The 
Subcommittee agreed there should be better guidance for future source applicants but preferred to discuss the proposal 
in greater detail at a dedicated meeting this coming winter (2022-2023).   

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45am. 


