
NEW HAMPSHIRE  

DRINKING WATER AND GROUNDWATER ADVISORY COMMISSION  

SOURCE WATER PROTECTION GRANT PROGRAM 

APPLICATION REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE 

Future Source Eligibility Application Review 

Minutes of August 4, 2022, Meeting 

The meeting was convened at 10:00 am at the Department of Environmental Services, Room 112, 29 Hazen Drive, 

Concord, NH. 

Members present: Representative Bill Boyd, Michelle Roberge; Andrea Kenter; Rick Russman; Bernie Rousseau; Cynthia 
Harrington.   

NH Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) Staff present included: Molly Thunberg; Paul Susca; Pierce Rigrod; 
Steve Roy; Matthew Taylor; Paige Relf. 

Call to order 

Paul Susca introduced himself, opened the meeting, and stated that the first order of business would be to select a 
chair.   

Electing a Subcommittee Chair 

The Subcommittee voted unanimously to elect Representative Bill Boyd as Subcommittee Chair. 

Introductions 

Chair Bill Boyd asked NHDES staff and Subcommittee members to introduce themselves. 

Presentation of future source application received 

Molly Thunberg gave an overview of the nine criteria established by the Advisory Commission to evaluate the eligibility 
of a property that would protect a future source.   

Molly Thunberg then presented the details of Northwood Ridge Water District’s (the Water District) application.  The 
project involves nine properties1.  The Water District owns seven of the properties and intends to use the donation of 
their conservation easement value as match for acquiring an additional two properties.  Four of the intended seven 
donated conservation easements would come from properties considered as protecting a future source.  The 
Subcommittee is asked to determine whether these four “future-source” properties are eligible under the nine 
evaluation criteria to be used as match toward a grant to acquire the two new properties.   

The Water District had provided a report to NHDES Staff addressing each of the nine criteria; however, NHDES staff 
found that insufficient data were provided to address criteria #4 and #8;  

4. The value of the subject parcel(s) has been demonstrated with a pumping test and water quality data. 

8. The applicant has demonstrated that factors such as potential or existing sources of contamination or the impact 
of a large groundwater withdrawal will not prevent the area from being approved as the site of a new public 
water supply well. 

 

 
1 The nine properties are referenced as #s 1-9.  A map showing each property and their corresponding number can be found in the 
“Future Source Eligibility Materials” pdf provided to Subcommittee members prior to the meeting and distributed at the meeting. 



Subcommittee Discussion of Future Source Eligibility 

Chair Bill Boyd opened the discussion to Robert Young (representing the Northwood Ridge Water District) and NHDES 
Staff to speak to the merits of the application.   

Bernie Rousseau and Bill Boyd asked Steve Roy (hydrogeologist, supervisor of NHDES’ Hydrology and Conservation 
section) and Bob Young what the feasibility would be to get the data to address criteria #4 and #8.   

Steve Roy estimated it would take a year to schedule a well drilling crew and equipment to begin testing the four 
properties given this summer’s workload and approximately $100,000 to pay for pump testing work.   

Bob Young replied, the pump testing would not be done regardless, due to an insufficient budget and a lack of interest 
on the part of the Town of Northwood.   

The feasibility of collecting the data to satisfy criteria #4 and #8 was discussed further but no solution or better 
alternative presented itself.   

The Subcommittee found the four “future source” properties #6-9 and half of #5 to be ineligible as future sources on the 

grounds that the application did not satisfy eligibility criteria #4 and #8.  The motion was put forward by Rick Russman 

and seconded by Andrea Kenter.  The Subcommittee voted unanimously in favor of the motion.   

Presentation of proposed grant program changes 

Paul Susca presented an overview of potential improvements to the program based on NHDES staff interviews with 
stakeholders.  Considering a historically undersubscribed grant program, the changes would explore broadening the 
scope of eligible land, reducing match requirements in certain scenarios, and ways to initiate more projects.  In addition 
to stakeholder suggestions, DES Staff propose revising the delineation of Hydrologic Areas of Concern with a consistent, 
science-based approach2, and consider ways the program can address the impacts of climate change on source water 
and water systems.   

Details of these proposed changes can be found in “SWP Recommendations” and “Memo Overview of Program 
Suggestions”. 

The Subcommittee expressed interest in discussing these changes in detail at a dedicated meeting in November. 

The Subcommittee agreed to meet October 27, 2022 from 10:00am – 12:00pm to make their recommendations 
regarding projects to fund in the 2022 grant round. 

The Subcommittee agreed to meet November 17, 2022 from 10:00am – 12:00pm to discuss the proposed program 
changes in detail and determine next steps. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45am. 
 
 

 
2 Current Hydrologic Areas of Concern were delineated over a decade ago for a different purpose than source water protection. 


