
 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE DRINKING WATER AND GROUNDWATER ADVISORY 
COMMISSION 

 
Minutes of May 9, 2022, Meeting 

 
 
The meeting was convened at 10:00 a.m. at Department of Environmental Services, Rooms 110-114, 29 Hazen 
Drive, Concord, N.H. 
 
Members present included: Senator Tom Sherman, Vice-Chair; Representative Linda Gould; Representative Bill 
Boyd; Rodney Bartlett; Josh Elliott; Jason Gagnon; Michelle Roberge; Andrea Kenter; Rick Russman; Bernie 
Rousseau; Commissioner Robert Scott, Debra Paul. 
 
With the absence of both Senator Morse and Senator Sherman, Representative Bill Boyd chaired the meeting. 
Senator Sherman arrived after the meeting began.  
 
Minutes 
 
Approval of the minutes of the January meeting were moved by Senator Rick Russman, seconded by 
Commissioner Scott. Motion to approve was adopted unanimously.  
 
Approval of the minutes of the January meeting were moved by Senator Rick Russman, seconded by Andrea 
Kenter. Motion to approve was adopted unanimously, with Bernie Rousseau abstaining.  
 
Erin Holmes introduced two new hires, Tom Willis, and Molly Thunberg.  
 
2022 Award Plan 
 
Erin Holmes presented the draft 2022 award plan to the commission, noting that there was no subcommittee 
needed to make revisions and no new attachments to the plan. New deadlines were included to better match up 
with the timing of other funding source awards and the resource allocation plan updated based on the balance 
of the fund.  
 
Holmes also provided a review of the Commission’s 2021 activities, including the DES lead projects. Trust Fund 
awards leveraged $137 million in outside funds since the start of the program. Target allocations for 2022 are as 
follows: $23.7m for infrastructure, $2m for source water, and $650,000 for DES lead projects. Rep. Boyd asked 
how loan repayments were going. Holmes answered that $2.1m had been repaid, although most projects are 
still in construction and therefore not making loan repayments yet. Discussion ensued about the long-term 
health of the Trust Fund, and it was noted the last projection showed the fund would be exhausted by 2043.  
 
Bernie Rousseau moved to approve the 2022 Award Plan as presented, seconded by Sen. Rick Russman. Motion 
to approve was unanimously adopted.  
 
Source Water Program Rules Revisions 
 
Erin Holmes presented an overview of the Source Water Program rules revisions, with Molly Thunberg providing 
a detailed review. The proposed changes to the rules will better reflect how the process works, including the 
Governor and Council process.  
 



 

 

Senator Sherman moved to approve Source Water Program rule revisions as presented, seconded by Deb Paul. 
Motion to approve was unanimously adopted.  
 
NHDES requested members to volunteer for the Source Water Protection Grant subcommittee to review 
funding applications and making recommendations to the full DWG Advisory Commission.  Subcommittee may 
meet after the June 30 deadline to determine eligibility of projects to protect future sources (if any applications 
are received for this category).  The Subcommittee will also convene to discuss potential improvements to the 
program based on NHDES survey of stakeholders.  The Subcommittee volunteers are Bernie Rousseau, Rick 
Russman, Cynthia Harrington, Andrea Kenter and Michelle Roberge. 
 
 
PFAS in Private Wells Program Revisions 
 
The Amy Rousseau presented their proposed changes to the PFAS in Private Wells Program proposal. Namely, it 
would increase the rebate to $5,000 for a point of entry treatment system (POET) and $10,000 for a service 
connection, while still working within the original budget approved by the Commission. With these changes, the 
currently allocated funding could assist 900 households. Commissioner Scott noted that the best long-term 
solution is a connection to water system, which safeguards against any other future contamination. Discussion 
ensued about the program in general, the planned operations, safeguards for lower income beneficiaries 
including waivers, and the need for on going education for any consumers who join the program. 
 
Approval of the revisions to the program as proposed by the Department was moved by Deb Paul, seconded by 
Senator Sherman. Motion to approve was adopted unanimously. 
 
Regional Drinking Water Projects 
 
Rep. Boyd introduced the five regional projects proposed initially by Senator Morse and mentioned that the 
Senator had been working on this with staff at DES for the last few months. These are all projects with regional 
impacts but stressed that funding sources had yet to be identified, although General Funds from the state’s 
budget, ARPA funds, and other sources are potentials.  
 
Erin Holmes presented an overview of the 5 projects, while Brendan Kernen presented detail reviews of each 
project in turn. 
 
Seacoast Interconnection: This project would link 12 water systems on the Seacoast together, stretching from 
Rochester down to Seabrook and would be accomplished through a pair of connections between the Dover and 
Portsmouth systems. One would be construction of a redundant main in Madbury, the other a direct connection 
on the General Sullivan Bridge replacement. The Commission had funded the additional engineering for the 
bridge replacement to ensure it could carry the weight of a future water main. These projects will help the 
Seacoast region build redundancy in case of source contamination or drought.  
 
Route 108 Corridor: Need has been identified since the 1980s. Stratham has been trying to increase 
development along the corridor near the Route 101 interchange and the town is also dealing with significant 
PFAS contamination in the town center. Sleeves already exist under the highway which would make connecting 
to Exeter’s system easy. Newfields is also dealing with natural contamination issues as well as quantity issues. 
Newmarket on the other hand, has surplus capacity available and is able sell to Newfields.  
 
Southern New Hampshire, Phase II: Phase I is nearly complete. The proposed loop through East Derry would 
increase capacity making additional supply available to communities downstream, build redundancy, and allow 
for connections to Chester and Sandown where development is occurring.  



 

 

 
Londonderry: There is a major PFAS issue in town, with 785 known impacted properties. Focus of this project is 
bringing the source to the town, not necessarily building out all the service connections. St. Gobain is the 
responsible party and will pay for some of the costs and additional involvement from the town regarding the 
build out of service connections is needed. 
 
South/Central: These are connections to support future capacity needs to Merrimack, Bedford, and Hudson. 
Commissioner Scott noted that building redundancy is critical and sets the stage for future development.  
 
Public Comment: Ray Breslin from Londonderry 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:47 a.m.                                                     JWE 


