
 

NEW HAMPSHIRE DRINKING WATER AND GROUNDWATER 
ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Minutes of January 10, 2022, Meeting 

 
The meeting was convened at 10:03 a.m. at Department of Environmental Services, Room 110, 29 Hazen 
Drive, Concord, N.H. 
 
Members present included: Senator Tom Sherman, Vice-Chair; Representative Linda Gould; 
Representative Bill Boyd; Rodney Bartlett; Josh Elliott; Jason Gagnon; Cynthia Harrington; Rachel 
Miller; Michelle Roberge; Marco Philippon; Rick Russman; Bernie Rousseau; Commissioner Robert 
Scott, Debra Paul. 
 
Minutes 
 
Approval of the minutes of the prior meeting were moved by Senator Rick Russman, seconded by Rep. 
Boyd. Motion to approve adopted unanimously with Debra Paul abstaining.  
 
Draft 2017‐2020 Annual Report 
 
Erin Holmes presented the draft 2017-2020 Annual Report, which provides a comprehensive summary of 
the Commission’s actions from 2017-2020 including its formation, its goals, and its project approvals 
over the past four years. Since its establishment, the Commission has awarded approximately $122 
million in grants and loans to drinking water construction and source water protection projects. 
 
The commission adopted the annual report unanimously. 
 
2021 Infrastructure Assistance Program 
 
Colebrook Application Review – Philippon presented an overview of the project, which would serve 
1,300 people. Increased production to meet the demands of the COVID-19 pandemic have stressed water 
quality, prompting the need for this project. 
 
Phase One has a $1,397,000 million project cost, with $550,000 from Colebrook. He said the plan is very 
well put together, will all other funding sources explored. The subcommittee recommends approval. 
 
Marco Phillipon moved approval, seconded by Rep. Boyd. The commission voted unanimously to 
approve the requested grant of $419,000 and loan of $428,000 for the project. 
 
Special Project Applications 
 
Cities of Dover and Portsmouth Portsmouth‐Dover Interconnection Design Project 
Special Application – Staff presented a plan to connect the cities of Portsmouth and Dover with a pipe 
over the planned pedestrian bridge replacement to the General Sullivan Bridge. This would allow 
Portsmouth to pump water to Dover and its interconnected systems in the event of an emergency. The 
cities are asking for a total grant of $233,000 for project design work. Staff say this project would add 
resiliency to the Seacoast water system. 
 
Bernie Rousseau moved approval, seconded by Rep. Boyd. The commission voted unanimously to 
approve the grant request of $223,000 to be split evenly between the two applicants. 
 



 

Emerald Lake Village District (3 Applications) ‐ Water Distribution Upgrades, Patten 
Hill Water Treatment Plant (WTP) Improvements, Meetinghouse WTP Improvements 
‐  Staff presented three projects in the Emerald Lake Village District in Hillsborough. This district has 
long struggled with distributing drinking water to its residents. Local officials have explored all other 
outside funding sources for these projects. 
 
Marco Phillipon moved approval, seconded by Josh Elliott. The commission voted unanimously to 
approve three projects for the following amounts: 

• 2022 Water Main Improvements - $970,500 grant; 
• Patten Hill WTP Improvements - $84,000 grant; and, 
• Meeting House WTP Improvements - $378,000 grant 

 
PEU W&E System (Windham) Interconnection with Salem- Staff presented a new item to connect 
Pennichuck East Utilities W&E System in Windham with the Town of Salem. This is a time-critical 
project, including water mains to connect the two systems and treatment upgrades to remove chloramine 
from Salem’s water. This will allow Salem to supplement the drinking water supply for existing W&E 
System wells. PEU is seeking a loan of $493,500 and a grant of $211,500. Staff concludes that this 
project meets the demonstrates the circumstances for consideration to the Special Projects Assistance 
Program. 
 
Paul objected to Pennichuck’s proposal, citing past problems with the company Londonderry. Marco 
Phillipon moved approval, seconded by Rodney Bartlett. The commission approved the project with one 
no vote from Paul. 
 
Peterborough‐Jaffrey Cold Stone Springs Special Project- Staff provided an update on the project, but the 
Commission did not take any action. 
 
NHDES Projects and Initiatives   
 
Funding Request for PFAS Residential Well Treatment Program Details – Staff presented a proposal for 
NHDES to provide a one-time rebate of up to $1,500 per residential unit to assist eligible private  
residential well users in the purchase and installation of a treatment system designed to remove PFAS or  
connecting to an existing public water system. Eligible treatment systems may also be designed to  
remove other contaminants in addition to PFAS.  The proposal was presented in December 2021 and 
requests $5,000,000. 
 
Rep. Boyd moved approval, seconded by Bernie Rousseau. The commission voted unanimously to 
approve this program as described in the initiative for $5,000,00. 
 
Seacoast Arsenic Initiative – Staff presented a proposal for a pilot Seacoast Arsenic Initiative to provide 
residential week users with testing kits and supplies to check for arsenic levels in their drinking water. NH 
DES is seeking $289,767 to cover the cost of testing and filter pitchers, as well as the cost to administer 
the program. 
 
Senator Sherman moved approval, seconded by Michelle Roberge. The commission voted unanimously 
to approve this project. 
 
General Funding Updates 
 
Members of the commission had a brief discussion of the status of future federal funding bills. Staff 
expect additional guidance soon on the recently-passed federal infrastructure bill. 



 

 
Public Comment 
 
One public member commented.  Ray Breslin of Londonderry.   
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:32 a.m. 

     GDB 
 
 


