
Drinking Water & Ground Water Trust Fund Advisory Commission 
Meeting Minutes from August 10,2020 

 
Josh Elliot - RSA485F  
 
10 AM - Opening Remarks and minutes 
 
Roll Call Vote of Attendees:  
Sen. Chuck Morse William Boyd Marco Phlippon Christopher Way  
Sen. Tom Sherman Clark Freise  Jason Gagnon Com. Bob Scott 
Rep. Kevin Maes - no audio   Andrea Kenter Rachel Miller 
Rodney Bartlett  Bernie Rousseau   
 
Opening Remarks from Sen. Morse  
Thank you for work on subcommittee.  Working remotely is tough but we are 
making headway on 5 “special projects”  
 
2020 - 2021 Interest Rate Administrative Update - Erin Holmes 
Administrative Procedures for Grants and Loans from the DWGTF Env-DW 1300 
Loan Rate that will be in effect as of August 6 through the first Thursday of 2021 
per Administrative Rules.  Rate offered will be 1.55% will be offered to recipients 
going forward and the 2019 recipients who carrying their program forward.  (Old 
rate was 2.62)  
 
2020 Award Allocation Status  
Deadline for Source Water Protection and Drinking Water Infrastructure is Sept 
10 
Source Water Protection Grant Program $2M Allocated - 0 Obligated to date 
NH DES Projects Program $1.4 M Allocated - $.34M Obligated to date 
Special Projects & Annual Drinking Water Infrastructures Assistance Program 
$30.9 Allocated. $7.0 M Obligated to date 
21% Obligated to date  
 



 
 
Sen. Morse asked Erin to have Manchester Project (River Intake - $37M) present 
to committee.  Erin will follow up.  
 
Source Water Protection Program - Paul Susca, DES 
Table & Waiver for Eligibility Deadline 
Erin Confirmed names of subcommittee member - Rick Russman, Andrea Kenter, 
Marco Philippon, Clark Freise, Bill Boyd, Deb Hobson, Bernie Rousseau, Tom 
Sherman, Paul Sanderson 
 
Graph - Trust Fund Water Supply Land Protection Grant Program 2020 Grant 
Round Eligibility Table   
Canaan ineligible encouraged them to come back next year.  
All Projects Total amount requested $864,312.  
 
Sen. Morse - Rep Kevin Maes unable to participate in Trust fund meeting due to 
connectivity issues. 
 
Summary of Eligibility Applications - Paul Susca, DES 
 
Town of Londonderry submitting a late application and waiver for late 
application.  This application still needs to go through the review panel as other 
programs, but simply is allowed to compete.  Advisory Commission needs to 
identify a qualified finding or condition for the waiver.  



 
Bill Boyd - Move to grant a waiver to Londonderry,  
Sen. Sherman - 2nd 
Reason for Waiver Consideration - Adherence to the rule being waived would 
not be in the best interest of the public, the environment or the Trust Fund 
program & workshop for application submission was cancelled due to 
Pandemic.  
Com Scott - signals support for the motion.  
Roll Call - 12-0-0. Unanimous. 
 
Summary of Eligibility Applications Received 
**Special Project Assistance Program  
 
Cold Stone Springs Water Treatment Plant  
Peterborough & Jeffrey  
Commissioner Rodney Bartlett 
John Frederick, Jaffrey Town Manager 
David Nichols, State and Local Affairs for Millipore Sigma 
Bernie Rousseau is the subcommittee chair. 
Rodney Bartlett - There have been no real change to the project or costs.  
Presentation went through the project.  Unanimous support through the Trust 
Fund subcommittee.  Funding has been the focus for the last several months.  
See graph. 
 

 



 
Discussion continued about funding sources.  
 
S. Morse - Thanked NH Ball Bearing, Millipore and the investment that is being 
made in New Hampshire with a 5-year review.  Hope the trust fund can be 
reimbursed should monies be discovered.  
 
Bernie Rousseau, Sub-Committee Chair for Source Water protection.  This 
project serves as a good example for our work.  July 23 we voted to bring this 
project forward to the full committee.  This project has many good pieces to it:  
1 - It develops a new source of supply 
2 - It takes care of some contamination issues, perchlorate and nitrate, both 
tough contaminants to remove 
3 - Building a new water treatment plant to remove these contaminants as well as 
other naturally occurring contaminants like lime and manganese 
4 - Interconnecting a new distribution center for Jaffrey and Peterborough 
5 - Financial skin i the game with NH Ball Bearing and Millipore. 
6 - They exhibited the best searching out of funding sources. 
 
Sen. Sherman - Where are the towns feeling about the projects? 
Rodney Bartlett (Peterborough) Bond was passed last year. 
John Fredericks (Jaffrey) June meeting proved overwhelming support for project.  
 
*** Note - Kevin Maes added to the roll call after audio issues.  
 
Comm. Scott - How will other awarded funds affect the Trust Fund award?  
Rodney Bartlett - We would certainly come back to the Commission to pay down 
our loan. 
 
Sen. Morse $12.625 M - If moneys come in from NH Ball Bearing or federal 
funding, this project would be considered for paying back the request before 
expanding in the community.   
 
Bernie Rousseau motions “Recognizing the importance of this project, to 
provide additional supply capacity for the towns of Peterborough and Jaffrey 
who made substantial financial efforts to leverage non DWGTF funding 
sources, I’d like to make a Motion to award a total of total award of 



$4,077,600. for the Cold Stone Spring treatment plant from the DWGTF with 
430,000 awarded to the town of Jaffrey and $430,000 in grant funds to be 
awarded to the town of Peterborough. 
Marco Philippon seconded.  
Rodney Bartlett- Sustained.  
Roll call vote. 12-1-0  
 
Dover Portsmouth Emergency Interconnection 
Erin Holmes, DES 
 
Normal delays, the pandemic and DOT issues have caused the project to move a 
little slower than was anticipated. All parties agree that there will be a touch base 
meeting every thirty days.  DHB and DOT are working together to move water 
cross the bridge.  No significant movement at this time.  Will update in person as 
soon as possible.  
 
Southern NH Regional Water Interconnection Project 
Update from Mike Unger, DES - Graph  

 
 
A lot of progress has been made since the last meeting.  The storage tank in 
Atkinson is complete.  The “core” to deliver water to Salem, water main on Route 
28, pressure reducing valves are all complete before June 15, 2020 the Phase 1 
allocation. Two pumping stations (purple circles) in Derry and Manchester Road 
Station, start up and testing to bring online was completed, phase 1 flow will be 
available within the week.  Windham (green line on Rte 111) got favorable bids 
that fit within the budget. Preconstruction meeting and the next step is to get 



excavation permit from DOT within a week or two with the intent that the main 
install will be done before the end of the year.  
 
Windham, Salem has filed a petition with the PUC to serve customers off of the 
regional line. Working through the process there and we don’t expect any 
problems.  
 
Connection between Salem and Atkinson was completed last year as a booster 
station to deliver water from Salem to HAWC.  Water is available from Derry.  
HAWC’s intent is to start water there after Labor Day after demands level off.   
 
Construction is complete at the well treatment station in Atkinson to convert the 
chloramines.  Waiting for stability to turn stations on.   
 
Construction has started in Plaistow with the storage tank.  Water main projects 
have had a reconstruction meeting.  Permitting is being put in place and should 
be breaking ground in a couple of weeks.  
 
A lot of activity is going on and we are satisfied with the projects so far.  
 
Bernie Rousseau Q: Has the Sweet Hill tank construction started?  
Mike Unger A: Yes.   
Comment: Sen Morse - Plaistow is trying to develop users on the system and 
hosted a kickoff.  Cap on these meetings has been set to 20 attendees.   
 
Senator Morse - Congratulations to DES for good work and keeping moving 
through the pandemic.  Great work.  
 
Sen. Sherman comment - Sen. Morse and I have been busy working on this issue 
through bills like SB287.  Would like to offer support on projects that might 
remediate PFOS.   
 
Sen. Morse suggests perhaps some of these issues need special project status.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Erin Holmes opens the meeting for public comment.  
None.  
 



Motion to move into non-public by Commissioner Scott. Matters regarding 
potential litigation. 
Seconded by Bill Boyd. 
Roll Call Vote - Unanimous. 13-0-0 
 
Submitted by Representative Deborah L. Hobson 9-20-2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


