
Management Plan showed that the 
lakes are threatened with declining 
water quality due mostly from 
increased nutrient levels from 
eroding soils.  That means that the 
lakes could see more frequent and 
intense algae blooms reducing 
r ec rea t iona l ,  ae s the t i c  and 
environmental value.  When that 
happens tourist dollars dwindle and 
the local economies suffer. 

Experts from both Maine and 
New Hampshire will be at the 
Kickoff to talk about issues that are 
threatening the health of our lakes 
and drinking water and offer 
solutions we can manage right here. 
You’ll have the opportunity to play 
the Watershed Game to learn ways 
we can each make a difference.  
Each lake association in the AWWA 
region will go away with a tool kit 
to help them plan projects to protect 
their lake for now and generations to 
come. 

Panelists include Jody Conner, 
NH Department of Environmental 
Services; LaMarr Clannon, Maine 
NEMO; Bob Craycraft, UNH Lakes 
Lay Monitoring Program; Andy 
Tolman, Maine CDC; and Keith 
Fletcher ,  Moose Mountains 
Regional Greenways.  Local 
bus inesses  and  communi t y 
organizations will be on hand with 
displays and useful take home 
information so don’t miss this 
opportunity to learn about our water 
resources, what efforts are being 
done to protect them and ways you 
can make a difference. 
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Have you ever wondered… 
- is the water clean enough to swim 

in? 
- how to tell an invasive from a 

native aquatic plant? 
- who lives in your lake? 

 

Join AWWA on a 3-hour guided 
tour of your lake where you’ll 
practice water quality sampling, 
learn how to identify invasive plants 
and meet some of the critters that 
share your lake.  The program is fun 
and interesting for all ages 8 and 
above.  Children and adults are 
encouraged to participate. The dates 
and times will be set when we know 
who is interested so call or email 
soon to reserve a spot or ask for 
more info.  (603) 473-2500 or 
info@AWwatersheds.org.   

AWWA is hosting the Clean 
Lakes Campaign Kickoff on 
Saturday, June 11 from 9:00 AM to 
noon at the Wakefield Opera House 
to celebrate the lakes in the AWWA 
region -  Balch Lake, Belleau Lake, 
Great East Lake, Horn Pond, Lake 
Ivanhoe, Lovell Lake, Pine River 
Pond, Province Lake and Wilson 
Lake - and strategize how to keep 
them clean and healthy. Everyone 
who cares about clean water is 
encouraged to attend. Please call 
AWWA (603) 473-2500 or email 
info@AWwatersheds.org to 
register for this free program. 

The lakes in the AWWA region 
are its most valuable resource and 
residents and visitors enjoy the 
many benefits the lakes provide 
including recreation, healthy 
ecosystems, clean drinking water 
and wonderful viewscapes.  BUT—
AWWA’s work with the Salmon 
Falls Headwater Lakes Watershed 

Lake Protection—It’s Everyone’s Job 

Contact AWWA Today for a  
FREE PROPERTY 

CONSULT 
To learn how to make your lake 

property more clean-lake friendly 
(603) 473-2500 or  

djohnson@AWwatersheds.org 

AWWA’s Floating 
Classroom Is Coming to 

Your Lake 
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AWWA NEWS 
 

AWWA NEWS is a publication of 
the Acton Wakefield Watersheds 
Alliance, a non-profit 501(C)3 
charitable organization established 
in 2006 dedicated to protecting and 
restoring the water quality of the 
lakes, ponds, rivers and streams of 
Wakefield, New Hampshire and 
the border region of Acton, Maine. 
 
AWWA’s staff and volunteers 
work within the communities to 
strengthen the understanding that 
what happens on land determines 
the health of the local waters.  
Healthy waterbodies provide 
essential benefits to our 
communities as a natural resource, 
wildlife habitat, recreational 
opportunity and economic engine. 
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Our primary focus in this past year has been the implementation of the 
recommendations contained in the Salmon Falls Headwaters Watershed Management 
Plan, presented to the Towns in early 2010.  The Plan presents all the information and 
data we could ever wish to know about the present condition of Great East, Lovell and 
Wilson Lakes, Lake Ivanhoe and Horn Pond.  In addition the plan outlines the threats to 
water quality that are already present in the watersheds and those that we can anticipate 
in the future.     

As we move forward, we will be guided by the stakeholder driven action plan, 
which details the steps necessary to maintain, and where needed improve, the water 
quality in the five lakes and ponds which flow into the Salmon Falls River. 

A key element of the watershed action plan is community outreach. AWWA’s 
responsibility is to connect with the many organizations and individuals whose activities 
influence land use and water quality.      

Why is community outreach such an important part of AWWA’s mission?  
AWWA alone can’t solve all the existing water quality problems or eliminate the future 
threats to our lakes and ponds. From the beginning in 2005, our main goal has been to 
bring together all in the region who depend on and care about our lakes and ponds and 
demonstrate how, collectively and individually, we all can protect and improve our 
water quality through sensible land use practices.  

What we do on and to the land determines the quality of the water in our lakes and 
ponds.  If we are careful and thoughtful in our land use, water quality will be maintained 
and may even improve over time.  If we are careless and don’t see the connections 
between our land and our water, water quality will suffer and we will all lose. 

AWWA has been very active in all of the watersheds in our region.  During the last 
5 years AWWA has completed watershed surveys at Great East, Horn, Ivanhoe, Lovell 
and Wilson with over 100 volunteers to pinpoint erosion concerns.  In addition AWWA 
has provided technical assistance and manpower to correct problems at 244 sites around 
the shorelines of all the lakes and ponds in our region also including Balch, Belleau, 
Pine River and Province. This work has connected our efforts with countless local year-
round and summer residents. This effort will continue through the work of AWWA’s 
Youth Conservation Corps program.   

The current emphasis for AWWA is to reach out to as many groups and individuals 
in Wakefield and Acton as possible to raise the level of commitment to making water 
quality a key concern in all Town activities.  Ongoing efforts include hands-on 
classroom programs at the Paul School and Acton Elementary, the Clean Lakes 
Campaign for all the lake associations, Chamber of Commerce and business activities, 
work with the Town Planning Boards, summer resident survey and a floating classroom 
program.  Through all our endeavors, AWWA strives to get the word out that lake 
protection is everyone’s job. Each of us has much to gain by preserving our lakes and so 
much to lose if they decline. 

Dick DesRoches  

A Message from the President 



My appointment to the Acton 
Wakefield Watersheds Alliance is a 
story of “coming full circle”.  I grew 
up just over the NH border in 
Limerick, ME.  However, I spent the 
majority of my summers in East 
Wakefield working at my parents’ 
restaurant (7 Lakes Take Out).  
Luckily, we had friends on Great East 
Lake who had a cottage and I was able 
to spend my non-working hours 
swimming, tubing, and waterskiing.  It 
was there that my appreciation for the 
environment, and more specifically 
water, began.  Following the sale of the 
restaurant and my graduation from 
high school, I spent the next seven 
years studying earth sciences, 
environmental chemistry, and aquatic 
geochemistry at the University of 
Maine.  Over the past decade my 
appreciation for the environment and 
the role clean water plays in that 
environment has led to what will no 
doubt be a lifelong endeavor into 
preserving and protecting our natural 
resources. 

 When the opportunity to work with 
AWWA came to be, I was excited to 
find that I could redirect my skills 
toward maintaining and improving the 
area I grew up in and help spread the 
word about lake stewardship through 
education and outreach.  Although not 
explicitly in my field of study, I bring a 
strong science background as well as 
some teaching experience.  Coupling 
these skills with a strong conviction for 
the environment and water health for 
future generations, I feel more than 
ready to begin what will surely be an 
exciting season in 2011.   

 My goals for 2011 are fairly simple.  
I wish to make a connection with the 
local community and lakefront 
property owners.  With this, I hope to 
connect them to their water body.  The 

Picture of Dustin in the field 
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“I know you, you’re the watershed 
people!”  We love to hear that refrain 
as we travel down the hallway in the 
Paul School to Pete Boucher’s 6th 
grade classes.  In tow we may have 
buckets of spray bottles for the 
watershed lesson, pounds of gravel for 
the groundwater model, pails of 
variable milfoil and native plants for 
the aquatic plant ID exercise, a cooler 
full of live green crabs for an 
adaptation study or hip-waders and 
nets for an excursion to capture aquatic 
bugs in the nearby stream. 

Today’s students are tomorrow’s 
community leaders, property owners, 
consumers and caretakers.  At AWWA 
we are committed to the belief that 
people who engage with their own 
natural world are more likely to care 
about protecting it.  We have seen it 
happen many times after a project host 
learns how he or she can use simple 
landscaping techniques to clean the 
water flowing off their properties or 
how our young crew members gain a 
sense of community pride as they learn 
that their hard work will protect the 
waters of the lakes they love.  

This year we are expanding our 
school programs by offering a series of 
units to the Paul School 6th grade and 
will be working with the 8th grade at 
the Acton Elementary School to design 
and construct erosion control projects 
on the school grounds.  We are eager 
to continue building our school 
programs and are working closely with 
the schools to serve as a resource for 
their teachers while offering the 
students new experiences in the 
exploration of their water resources. 

future will be largely dependent on 
how individual property owners are 
willing to protect their natural 
resource.  My aim is to help people 
understand that what they do makes a 
difference.  I will be working with an 
experienced, enthusiastic crew that is 
willing and ready to go. With them, 
the local community, property owners, 
lake associations, and AWWA, I will 
promote ideals of long-term lake 
health and sustainability that start at 
the local level. 

AWWA in the Schools 

The property owners along 
Brackett Road on the north side of 
Lovell Lake have been struggling with 
serious erosion concerns from the 
roadway for many years.  Drainage 
issues have clogged culverts, eroded 
driveways, scoured hillsides and 
dumped tons of sediment into the lake. 
Sediment contains the nutrient 
phosphorus, which has the potential to 
promote algae blooms when it enters a 
lake in large quantities. According to 
the Salmon Falls Headwater Lakes 
Watershed Management Plan the 
phosphorus levels in Lovell Lake need 
to be reduced in order to meet the NH 
Department of Environmental Services 
criteria for High Quality Waters. 

With funding from NHDES, 
AWWA contracted with the UNH 
Stormwater Center to develop the 
Road Management Plan for Brackett 
Road, Wakefield, NH for the chronic 
drainage issues on the roadway.  With 
input from Wakefield Road Agent Dan 
Davis, Lovell Lake Association 
members and Brackett Road residents, 
a workable and useful plan has been 
d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  s p e c i f i c 
recommendations for trouble spots. 
The Plan will serve as a guide for the 
many gravel road problems throughout 
the watersheds.   

The Plan will be presented to the 
Wakefield Selectmen on May 25th and 
will be available on the AWWA and 
Lovell Lake websites. 

Road Management Plan 
for Lovell Lake 

Introducing  Program Manager and YCC Director 
Dustin Johnson 



    The best description of what I, 
as a crew leader, and our crew 
members do on a daily basis can be 
explained as erosion control 
landscaping, or as I usually explain 
to people who ask – “landscaping 
with a purpose.” At first, when I was 
a crew member, I originally applied 
to AWWA because I love the lakes 
around Acton, which is where I grew 
up. For me, the opportunity to be on 
the lake on a daily basis in the 
summer  sounded ex t r emel y 
appealing. Five years later, this job 
feels like I’m a part of a bigger cause 
to help preserve the lakes and bodies 
of water around my hometown. Once 
I saw the enthusiasm and genuine 
interes t  for  preserving our 
environment from everyone involved 
in AWWA, I knew this was going to 

be more than just another summer 
job. 

Throughout my five years I’ve 
learned that work like this can’t be 
judged for success just based off of 
statistics showing how many tons of 
sediment we save from entering the 
lake a year (although that number is 
impressive), but should be seen as a 
movement to better the environment 
and educate both current and future 
residents. Future generations deserve 
the chance to enjoy the environment 
the way Mother Nature intended. I 
give AWWA all the credit in the 
world for making a collective effort 
to  ra i se  the  awareness  in 
communi t ies  sur rounded  by 
gorgeous lakes and ponds.  

The first year I worked at 
AWWA, it seemed that for every 
supporter there was a skeptic. I’m 
proud to say I’ve been a part of 
AWWA from the beginning, and I’ve 
watched a group of hard working 
individuals above me take the 
problem of  preserv ing  our 

environment, and turn it into a group 
effort for a region. I am also proud to 
say that because of the hard work of 
eve r yo ne  invo lv ed  in  t h i s 
organization, I no longer hear any 
skeptics. I love being a part of an 
organization like AWWA, where 
people in the area know who we are 
and want us to come to their property 
to help fix their erosion problems.  

AWWA has taught me countless 
l e s s o n s  o n  t e a m w o r k  a n d 
accountability. I know that this 
organization helps mold its young 
c r ew  me mb er s  i n to  be t t e r 
individuals. I’ve personally had two 
crew members specifically working 
under my supervision for the past 
two summers. I watched them mature 
and learn how to not only keep a job, 
but do what it takes to go above and 
beyond what I ask of them. I think 
this happens quickly for new 
employees of AWWA because the 
kids realize quickly they are working 
for a bigger cause than most 
teenagers get to do. 

There are 77 
Miles of Lake Shoreline in the 
AWWA region  

AWWA YCC has installed 266 Erosion Control Measures  

On 82 Project Host sites  

Project Hosts spent $39,624 on their YCC projects 

preventing 109 Tons of Sediment from entering lakes 

along with 93 Pounds of Phosphorus  

On top of that 162 
additional landowners were provided 
Technical Assistance  

In the  Great East, 
Horn, Ivanhoe, 

Lovell and Wilson 
watersheds 

volunteers identified 

371 Residential sites with potential erosion 

94 
Issues on Private, Town and State 
Roads 

25 
Erosion problems on other land uses 
including Public Access, & 
Commercial sites 

We still have a lot of work to do! 

A View from the Crew by Anthony Stanton 
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Wakefield Pride Day 
May 21—downtown Sanbornville 

 

Clean Lakes Campaign 
Kickoff 

June 11    9 AM—Noon 
Wakefield Opera House 

 

YCC Season 
July 5-August 19 

On a lake near you 
 

NH Lakes Annual Meeting 
June 24    8 AM—3 PM 

Cobbetts Pond, Windham, NH 
www.nhlakes.org to register 

 

Maine Congress of Lake 
Associations Annual Meeting 

June 25    8 AM—4 PM 
Colby College, Waterville, ME 
www.mainecola.org to register 

Upcoming Events Did You Know? 


