
When are NHDES Permits 
Required? 
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General Requirements/ 
Thresholds for State 

Permits 



NHDES Water Division 
Land Resources 

Management Programs 

Shoreland Program 

Wetlands Bureau 



Shoreland Program 
The Shoreland Water Quality Protection Act 

(SWQPA) 
RSA 483-B 

 

Permit Requirements 



Shoreland Program 
The Shoreland Water Quality Protection Act 

(SWQPA) 
RSA 483-B 

 

Permit Requirements 
A Shoreland Permit is Required to impact 

the Protected Shoreland  



 
Impacts within 250 feet of All 

Protected Waterbodies 
 



Which waterbodies are 
protected?  

1. Lakes and Ponds greater than 10 Acres 
 

  
4. Waterbodies subject to the ebb and flow 

of the tide 
 

2. 4th order and greater streams and rivers 

3. Most Designated Rivers 



Always refer to the Consolidated List of Waterbodies Jurisdictional 
under the Shoreland Water Quality Protection Act (SWQPA) 













 
What is an impact? 

  
1. Excavation with mechanized equipment 

  
2. Adding Filling, Re-contouring the land 

  
3. Constructing new structures, increases in 

impervious area 
 



 
1. Excavation with mechanized equipment 

 



 
Regrading existing gravel roads is not 

considered excavation 
 



2. Adding Filling, Re-contouring the land 



 
Adding gravel or material to existing gravel 

roadways is not considered adding fill 
 



3. Constructing new structures, increases in 
impervious area 



 
Paving existing gravel roadways does not 

require a permit 
 



 

Shoreland Permit by Notification 
  

• Exempt from permitting fees 
 

 
 

Shoreland Permitting Process 
 

 



 

Treatment Swale 



Bioretention Basin  



 

Shoreland Permit by Notification 
  

• Exempt from permitting fees 
 

 
 

Shoreland Permitting Process 
 

 



Wetlands Bureau 
RSA 482-A 

Permit Requirements 



Wetlands Bureau 
RSA 482-A 

Permit Requirements 
A Wetlands Permit is Required to Dredge 

and Fill Wetlands  



 
What is a Wetland? 

 
Water at, or near, the surface 

Hydric Soils 

Presence of Wetland Vegetation 







 
What is Dredging and 

Filling? 
 

Filling 



Dredging 



 
Installing culverts within streams or 
wetlands is considered dredging and filling 
wetlands 

 



 

Wetlands Routine Roadway and Railway 
Maintenance Notification Form 

  

• culvert replacement 
• culvert extension 
• changing orientation of culverts 
• headwall repair 

 

 
 

Wetlands Permitting Process 
 

 





Maintain, repair, replace, or modify culverts up to 
a maximum diameter of 48 inches, or the 
hydraulic equivalent, as long as the structure can 
pass flows from the contributing watershed 
without causing damage to upstream or 
downstream properties without prior notification 
to NHDES. 

 
 

NHDES Culvert Installers 
Certification Program 

 

 





 
 

Roadside Ditches 
 

 
 

Can be maintained, repaired, replaced, or modified as 
necessary to preserve their usefulness without a 
wetlands permit. 

 



NHDES Land 
Resources 

Management  
webpage 



Diagnostic Tools 





Jay Aube 
Land Resources Management 
(603) 271-4056 
jason.aube@des.nh.gov 
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