
 

In 2015, the New Hampshire 

Technical Institute (NHTI) in 

Concord created an 

opportunity to both beautify 

the campus and address an 

environmental issue. 

Stormwater from the Wellness 

Center’s roof, parking area, 

and sidewalk, along with its 

potential pollutants, was being 

transported through the 

stormwater collection system 

straight to the Merrimack River.  

 

NHTI repurposed a raised traffic island to create a rain garden which captures 

stormwater outside the Goldie Crocker Wellness Center. 

Before (above), rain flowed around the raised area into the 

catch basin. After (right), the rain garden has been built 

within the previously raised area. Rain flows into the rain 

garden, is stored in the stone, absorbed by the plants and 

soil, and slowly soaks in. Only overflow from large storms is 

collected by the catch basin. 

NHTI SOAKS UP THE RAIN ON CAMPUS 



SITUATION UPGRADED 

NHTI took advantage of the trend to repurpose raised parking lot areas as sunken rain 

gardens that absorb and treat stormwater, greatly reducing the quantity and improving the 

quality of the stormwater that eventually reaches receiving waters like the Merrimack River.  

RAIN WATER IMPROVEMENTS 

NHTI’s rain garden is estimated to reduce the amount of stormwater going to the river by 

6,515 cubic feet (over 48,700 gallons) per year effectively removing 26.3 pounds of 

suspended sediments, 0.08 pounds of phosphorus, and 0.54 pounds of nitrogen each year.   

See NHTI’s Campus Comment story and rain garden design below for more information on 

this great project.  

 

JOE PYE WEED (TALL, BACKGROUND) 

DENSE BLAZING STAR (PURPLE TOPS) 

PENNSYLVANIA SEDGE (FOREGROUND) 

CATMINT SEDUM BLACK EYED SUSAN 










